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INTELLIGENCE



Intelligence
“The word “intelligence” has its origins in Latin. It is derived from the Latin word “intelligentia,” 
which is a combination of two Latin words:

1.	“Inter,” which means “between” or “among.”
2.	“Legere,” which means “to choose,” “to gather,” or “to read.”

So, “intelligence” in its Latin roots could be understood as the ability to choose or gather 

information between or among various sources or stimuli. Over time, the meaning of 
“intelligence” has evolved to refer to a broader range of mental abilities, including problem-
solving, learning, reasoning, and adapting to new situations.”

Source: https://chat.openai.com

The arrival of ChatGPT has accelerated the adoption of Artificial Intelligence in 
education, and is perhaps the dominant current topic in pedagogical discourse. In order 
to stay informed, and to approach AI from a position of knowledge, understanding 
and skills, the entire BCA teaching staff recently took part in a full day of professional 
training on the educational uses and potential of AI. 

Naturally we have concerns and questions: if AI can successfully translate texts from 
Catalan to English or vice versa, or solve quadratic equations, or compare and contrast 
the leadership style of Churchill and Stalin, why learn these academic skills? What 
future for the emphasis on learning and retaining knowledge in the current examination 
specifications such as IGCSE and the IB Diploma? 

Well, firstly, if you have no subject knowledge and no understanding of process, then 
how can you know whether the AI-generated answer is accurate, precise, fair and 
representative, or even truthful. Furthermore, how will you know how to use what AI 
has helpfully generated for you?

Secondly, even more important, AI has little to offer, at least at present, with the higher 
purposes of education, expressed in the BCA Values:

•  Communication Skills
•  Inquisitiveness
•  Appreciation of Diversity
•  Ability to Solve Problems

•  Sense of Responsibility
•  Commitment to Sustainability
•  Tenacity
•  Courage

•  Self-awareness
•  Team-working skills
•  Inventiveness
•  Compassion
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Each of the above feeds into the ability to make good choices, as described in the 
opening definition of ‘intelligence’ provided by ChatGPT, above. 

For teachers, the critical factor is not AI but EI, or ‘Emotional Intelligence’. The 
importance of strong subject knowledge and qualifications goes without saying, 
but the best teachers manage their classes and the learning through well-developed 
Emotional Intelligence, by blending fairness and firmness, calmness and excitement, 
patience and urgency, all within a framework of deep care for their students and their 
subject. AI will actually help teachers in this respect because if AI can speed up the 
creation of lesson plans and learning resources, it will leave teachers with more time to 
support pupils on this 1:1 relational basis. Far from feeling redundant, teachers finished 
the training day mentioned above with renewed clarity over the value they can add to 
childrens’ lives.

BCA embraces AI and the potential benefits for education, at the same time believing 
that it takes a human to get the best out of another human.

The International Baccalaureate mission statement, to which we subscribe, aims “to 
develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better 
and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect”. Our students 
develop a sense of both local and global citizenship as part of their BCA education. 

To this end, it was a pleasure to recently host a visit by students from the 75th Pechersk 
School, Ukraine, facilitated by the Creu Roja Andorrana, sharing and reflecting on our 
different learning experiences, and taking part together in games and other activities.

As part of our wider curriculum, Secondary clubs give students opportunities to 
develop their interests. They take place twice a week, during the school day, with a 
wide range of options, all led by our enthusiastic teachers. It is also a route to develop 
student leadership.

In the newsletter article that follows, you will hear what our students have to say about 
AI, and see many examples of us developing not artificial, but human intelligence.

Mr Harry Lock
Principal
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BCA “Impact of Technology” Forum

This meeting will take place on Monday 16th October at 18:00. Parents, staff 
and senior pupils are warmly invited to attend. The keynote speaker will be Sara 
Garcia, child psychologist. The presentation will be followed by a moderated 
discussion. Please confirm your attendance in advance (Friday 13th October, 
16:00 latest) to admin@bcandorra.com.

Mou-te campaign

To promote physical activity and a healthy lifestyle, the Andorran government 
organized the National Campaign. You will find more info here.
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Our Year 12 IB Diploma students have got off to a great start, living the BCA Values as 
they move to the next academic level. So far, they have had to demonstrate multiple 

intelligences as they grapple with different kinds of understanding. As well as understanding 
new and demanding concepts in their academic subjects, they have had to learn to 

understand each other as they meet new members of the class, form work groups, and 
collaborate. In Theory of Knowledge, they have to understand where knowledge comes 

from and how to avoid faulty thinking. As part of the CAS Programme, they have to 
understand leadership, either by leading BCA clubs or by organizing group projects. 

Finally, they have to understand themselves as they learn to strike a work/life balance and 
minimize stress. Their tenacity so far is a positive sign of how they will cope when the 

course becomes more demanding.

Gema Sanz
IB WORLD SCHOOL
@nacho@bcandorra.com (en las 3 )
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Intelligent Sports
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