ecAll “BCA Parent
Newsletter

N° 14 / December 21st 2021

L

-'_5;"—---‘_-._..—- =

/




v:.:;_

*  Time to Celebrate

Dear BCA Community,

To go with the fegtive seagon and the upcoming winter vacation, the theme of thie newgletter is
Celebration. At the end of term, [ would like to reflect on the achievements that we can celebrate
ag a echool, ag well ag some of the challenges we have faced. In our parent coffee mornings at
the beginning of term (which themgelves should be celebrated, ag the firet such meetingg for 4
long time), [ get out our tagk of moving the school from a beautiful infancy’ to a ‘congcious and
capable maturity’, over the coming years. [ believe we have already taken some gignificant steps
towards thig.

Student learning is our core purpoge, thug the main cause for celebration ig the individual and
collective progress that all children have made over the lagt fourteen weeks. Thig could be a child
in Early Yearg developing a pagsion for learning and digcovery, a child in Primary magtering the
next step in mathematicg, or a Secondary student developing their practical laboratory gkills in
Science. And a hundred, if not a thousand similar exciting stories of growing in confidence acrosg
every year group and every subject. Alonggide the learning, for the ctudente we should celebrate
the new friendshipe which have blossomed, and the old friendghips which have strengthened. Ag

a achool, the next gtep ig to raige our heads and look outwards, connecting with our local getting,
our Britich and international context, and our wider gocial purpoge.

Ag a ofaff we have engaged with regearch and begt practice to derive a definition of High Quality
Learning, and what it looke like, and thie will guide our practice and align approaches acrose the
achool. [ would like to celebrate the firet successful term of our (BCSE courges in Year 10, and
the work of those students. The granting of candidate statug for the prestigious (B Diploma is
another cauge for celebration, and thig will be a major lever for further school development, as we
will need to review our whole echool approaches to teaching, learning and aggesement, to align
fully with the very begt practice.

Thig echool year the number of staff hag doubled. Such an influx of new people and new ideag
provided both opportunity and challenge, and [ would like to celebrate that, overall, the process hag
transformed the student learning experience and taken it to the next level, thankg to the quality,
commitment and open-mindednese of the new and existing staff. Compared with previougly,

we have an enlarged Leaderchip Team, Special Educational Needs and English ag Additional
Language coordinatorg, more Teaching Aggigtantg in the clagges where they are needed,

and additional monitore for the Cafeteria, Playground and expanded Bug service. [ celebrate
everyone’s quick and effective adaptation to ‘hybrid learning when we faced the extraordinary
COVID situation of half the studente (and half the staff) at school and half at home.
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High quality buildings, facilities and regourceg are eggential, and [ would like to celebrate how

the invegtment in these hag directly improved student learning. The new buildingg were ready

on schedule and we now have ample learning gpaces for all teachers and all clasges. More
developmentg will follow, ag you will see from the congtruetion site below the Sporte Hall. n
January, two more clage sets of digital devices (Chromebooke) will arrive, to further support

the uge of technology in the clagsroom. [ aleo celebrate the fact that field trips, o important for
atudent learning, were reintroduced thig term, with vigite to local mugeume and exhibitiong. More
will certainly follow; [ intend that BCA students will travel far and wide, and have happy and
exciting timeg, in puruit of their studies!

Student voice and leadership lieg at the heart of an effective education. [ would like to celebrate
the re-launch and growth of the Student Council thig term, and their great work in informing
achool improvement (e.g. interviewing the teacher candidateg for leadership poitiong),
repregenting the echool (e.g. hogting the vigit of the British Ambaggador) and supporting

gervice learning (e.g. raiging over 700 Euro for TeamSeag). [ intend that student ageney ie only
atrengthened further in the coming year, in Primary just ag in Secondary, and want to gee every
gtudent leading. We have begun the process of systematically reviewing all sehool policies, and
have already introduced a new Regponsible Behaviour Policy in Secondary, which goes beyond a
simplietic ‘rewards and ganctiong” approach, to instead focus on acquired understanding through
regtorative meagures.

[ celebrate the Parent Repregentativeg initiative. We have twelve parente through whose
commitment and support we are able to engage systematically with the wider parent community,
for the gole purpoge of improving the overall educational experience. Ag the incoming Principal,

[ have found thege conversations extremely helpful in learning more about the echool and ite
needs. We have begun a discusgion around adjusting the pattern of the school day to better

auit all stakeholders. Thig partnership aleo proved invaluable as we navigated the recent COVID
outbreak. Aleo on the communication topic, | celebrate that we have successfully introduced a
achool management information gystem thie term (iISAMS), and have opened the Parent Portal
function, which will in future be one important place for parente to follow their child’s learning.

[ aleo celebrate that we have managed to increage the frequency of thege Newsletters to
fortnightly (COVID dependent!).

There ig a great deal of work to be done by students and etaff, and in a supporting role by
parentg, once we return to school next term. The collective wigdom of all will need to be chaped
into a gtrategic plan for the future. But for now, in the 1980’ words of Kool and the Gang,
“Let’s all celebrate and have a good time”.

With begt wigheg to all BCA families and the echool ataff | o
for a Merry Christmag and a Happy New Year. UE oo
Mr Harry Lock
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Christimas Cards
Primary siudents were busy decoraling
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To celebrale Andorran Tradilions. Primory students wenl













Tinakbly. they sang The Taga Tie song. and hill The Tie with
slicks. To see if e had somelhing for the children... and yes!
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7N Harriers

The Harriers researched o case study of woler management in countries al
contragting levels of development <China, and, Spaino. They thew presented
their findings o Their peers
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How much irrigation is used by agriculture to grow crops?



